
Sometimes the magic of what our teachers do every day in our schools is missed.  It’s not often that we reflect on the amazing 

achievements that come about because of the hard work and determination of our teachers. 

A recent article in the Washington Post tells the story of one mother’s adventure inside a kindergarten classroom.  The article 

chronicles the mother’s amazement at how efficiently the teacher was able to orchestrate a successful day of learning for her 

students.  The mother’s utter amazement in regard to the planning, procedures, protocols, and complete educational engage-

ment of the students was enough to prompt her to pen a letter of appreciate to her son’s teacher. 

This month, please simply reflect on the amazing achievements that educators are able to create each day in our classrooms.  

Please take a moment to volunteer in a classroom, send an encouraging letter to a teacher, or simply say “thank you” to a teacher 

that works hard every day to make a difference in the lives of our children. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2017/01/24/the-letter-i-had-to-write-to-my-childs-teacher/?

utm_term=.fb9ef0f10b46  
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Lewis and Clark Elementary held its 

“Lewis and Clark Elementary Cares Food 

Drive” that benefitted Operation Bless-

ing.  Our 5
th

 grade students organized 

the entire food drive. and provided an-

nouncements each morning and gave 

reminders and updates to help motivate 

our students to bring in non-perishable 

food items.  The students were responsi-

ble for collecting the items from outside 

classroom doors each morning and tak-

ing them to be stored outside of the 5
th

 

grade classrooms.  When the event con-

cluded, Virginia Kirkpatrick from Opera-

tion Blessing was invited to our Chal-

lenge Assembly to receive the donated 

items.  I am proud to say that our stu-

dent led food drive resulted in over 500 

canned goods and foot items being 

collected and 

then donated 

to Operation 

Blessing that 

directly helped 

families in need 

from our com-

munity. 

 

Lewis and Clark Junior High partici-

pated in “Dude Be Nice” upon return 

from Christmas break. Our word of the 

month for January is “Self Control” and 

we wanted to let our students know the 

power of their own thinking. 

“Dude Be Nice” focuses on thinking 

positively and focusing on the good in 

our community. Teachers lead students 

through lessons each morning and stu-

dents worked in their classes watching 

videos and participating in lessons di-

rectly related to positive thinking and 

community outreach.  The junior high 

held a surprise assembly to recognize 

someone who has made a difference in 

our school. Our Building and Grounds 

Director, Duane Amistadi, was chosen 

by our students as someone who makes 

a difference in our school. Students 

made Mr. Amistadi feel special by rolling 

out the red carpet, giving him gifts of his 

favorite candies, St. Louis Cardinals 

memorabilia, and 

playing tributes 

recorded by our 

students. All of 

these activities 

were created by 

our students. 

Most importantly, the students and 

teachers have carried these “GOOD 

VIBES” throughout the month.  The stu-

dents are eager to keep recognizing 

others for the good they do! 

Hartford Elementary:  It’s always nice to 

know that what we are teaching our 

students is working.  For the month of 

January, students at Hartford Elemen-

tary had the fewest referrals for disci-

pline issues in 4 years.  This great news is 

a total reflection on the teaching staff 

and their ability to teach expectations 

and make sure that students are success-

ful in school.  Our Positive Behavior In-

terventions and Supports (PBIS) initiative 

has been masterfully executed by our 

teachers and staff.  Teaching our expec-

tations and instilling pride in our stu-

dents has helped lower discipline refer-

rals, suspensions, and creates an envi-

ronment where students stay in class 

and learn. 

 

A word from Dr. Anderson 

Exciting things happening 
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